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. LUMBIA. Tehn), Dec. 16 (9.
]nf-?qugqtéra- jearned ‘today that

| cord Cheek, ap 18-Yegr-old Negro, |
caﬁxed’nha'r ero lpat night, had |
p abductéd! from) the home of |

iy
f:]e‘u‘;e, in Nashvilld soon after hig

“{.}.v. faflitre to Indikt him in con-

p th an all
n ] . & av
:{f:ﬁﬂ o:? A yoifng white girl,

“gheriff L. Ay Bauman.at Nash-

told 'that Cheek had been
ﬂ”&ffbﬁ,‘-e of his Felatives there

m uway.t No
of him was received until a
{:ﬂopﬁone :eall f last night advised

f! Baurian deglared that the
kfi?l:l;f’lﬂﬁ of Fchee in Nashville
wis “‘one of the mogt high-handed

ping i a Federal offense, he sug-
gested to the Negro's relatives that
they take up the matfer with United

. s authorities,
: ‘.“#_‘A, Pinkston, chlgf deputy sher-

{ff st Columbla, said{that an inves-
Ugation into the lyng lmz;i 01;1 Cheek,
1 * bod W&as- un ant‘nt
whote Yy und hangiog
daje sectlon, was.under way, but
fiat no clpe to the fdentity of the

Jynchers had been fdund.

o o B
DNAPPED, | |
|- NEIGWO i This belle! was base}t on the find-

t Hom,b of |

hi’gh-Han‘d d’ |.

 Adbises Kin pf Victim-tor |
and Adbises Kin |
: -l'nvglake j’ederal- Ly, '

jsase from Jall upon ‘the grénd|

1i #im a few coins. anfl he wad  di-

nly a:few minites| when a band }/
| of armed men appeafeéd in automo-
-1 yiles and spirited

that‘he bad.been lynched, o

| whings which has happened around }
. fﬂ’r’i‘?n a long: timey’”’ As kidna

"had been killed d his
| dragged over the rdad behind an
| automobllé¢ before It was hanged tp

the llmb near forks of tho road,

Ing of three plstol bullet wounds in
_ the body, a deep gagh In the head
‘ and fine gravel in th clothing. The
. youth's neck was brgken.
Deith Yy lynching| at the hands
of “unknown parties]’ was the vor-
: dict returned after 8 coroner's {n.
quest.
~The alleged attempled attack oo
curred abgut a ménth ago In the
{ Glendale skction, wheke the 1l-year
old orphan girl livcr& Cheek wa
‘tmployed about her ome. - -
: A8 soon-ias ‘he iwak arrested h
was taken to Pulaskl becausk of
high' feellng in the |nelghbarhoo
1 and - later: was J\-fe oved to| thé|
- stronger fall in Nashiillq for s_afeil-
~keeping, . y L b
- But when'the counly grand ju
{ met Wedd'quay:‘l; fafled to retu
an- indictment agalnst Cheek ;an
,-otders were .sent to| Nashville té
Teléase him. Chlef . .
"ston expressed the opinion that the
grand jury fajled'to dct because néd
witnesses appearéd, |
.- When Cheek was
. the Nashville fail byptanders 'gave

e

| reeted ‘how to reach| the hojne ot
hix relatives. Twentyiminutes aftet
reaching thero'the atmed men ars
J Hved and seized-him] - :

Two Negio college ktudents whd
_were standing near by when the ab:

| He expressed the beficf that Cheek
body['
i

eputy Pinkh{-

: R
eleased from

{ ductors drove up, todk the licennq [+
| numbers of their' twao automobilen; |

- brought 'the total of lynchings in

ts twenty-elght, 'agcofding to
onds of the Natlonal Associntio
. the Advancement of Clolored P
. Made_public throtigh
led~Pressi Thls o mpares ‘ wl
Only ten Inst yeat and In the high
'est total since 11924, {when thirty
four were ligted.

| The records, which
Ao 1%, show ,that

B.688 person

The 1933 figudes, by States, were
Eiven aa follows:'Alabhma, 5: ¥Flor
44, 1; Georgia, 4: otiniana, 4:

and, 1: Mississi wpl, 2: North!

wlina, 1; South [Carolina, 3.

"and. these will be turned over t¢
Columbia authorlpea. -

S 5 R

: Lydchlnx bl:ll'\'? Tunns Upwan, I
- The Jynching * of |Cord Crkek |

' the Unlted States o {far thie ypae |

exiend back B

Bave been lynclied nirfee that yenrj L ;
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Negro, Free D
Lynchmg’, Hai

3 .I ,',{

COLUMBIA Tenn
body of ‘Cord Cheek _
| Negro, whom the ]grlan 1
reflgged 1o indlct ‘after|.
forlan aitempﬁed attﬁck

er-old girl, was’ fo ndi:
from the limb of a ce a' ;
erg tonight,’ . '
: Sherlff Claude - GodWir
the lynching was' “_haz
very quiet mannerr' and -t

>t a le ed crlrhb

'Th‘ Sherift said t a.t i ved, f;’I‘iv paa(.

an aiuonymoua telephdne Va'll nat-hey month have cdi eq ' briwidd

could find .a ‘“‘dead Negrp [at fhe|l protest 4t *“mob] rule"' lcof
orks ‘of the road” inith [ enda 1 . {by - Presldont

ﬁection of the ceunly; i and tolf'cok

‘and get him." P !f i
When Sheritt Godwln rri‘& :

Negro apparently had| y

ebri

only ‘a short time, the off elr

.but there was no trace lof| h bse re W re tro

sponsible for hiy dedth. ﬂ -1 by = haob dnd

. The- alleged atte te k b o
the ¢hild occurred ih' th ;(’9, hi
‘section abouyt a monih 2 o : 1

was| arrestdd ‘and take L et lfollJ )‘Jall'\nnd lynchedgby !
skl and then to Nas nob: which|ide cfd i)ollco gudrdy’
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_THE CORDYE CHERK LYNGUING CASE
by Thomns & Jonea

On Docemboer 16, 1933 while enroute to Naahville fran Now
erk, an item appsared in the Cincinnets papers about tho lynohing
of a Negro near COIumbia, Tennessoe. Upon reaching the Fisk i var.
aity caupus st §:00 p M, 1t wass found that the boy had been kidnappad
on ¥riday aftornoon within two’ doors of the Fisk campus and that two -
Pisk women had taken the licenss nunbors of the cars, A mass meeting
was in session in the Tisk Memorial Chapel end excitement was rather
high. ‘A committee wag ‘named to deotde where, when and how to atage
a parada of Hagro atudonts %0 the Stata House as a proteat’ againyt -
"the dastardly deod, After long oonrarenee, {n which Ir R'E Park of the
Univeraity of Chivags, visi ting at ¥isk at the biio ‘joined, the comwit-: .
*too decided to Yeave no ‘stone’ unturned ‘to get the Jaw o adt in the ¥
caﬂa and that affoz&a nhould be focusad in thig direction. rather than
“{n making public & demonatration. ‘President Jones pledged his word - G
"t0 make of “this a teat case {n seeing whether an eduoational « chupeh ' F-
‘contor such as Nashville in a bordey’ state such as Tonnesses ocould and 7
WOuld toke aation. 1% was decided 1f, after having expended overy poa-
aiblo effort toward gotting the law to act, nothing happened, full pro-
oeedinga of the casé phould ba published. '

Publie . S o
Opinfon In aocord with this decinion, Dr Jones called early on

IV e g 4 B e, v . .
e Se AN 0 Gy N TR SE fis < ik
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Sunday morning, Decentber 17, local members of tho Trustee
Board to ses vhat was the begt thing ta do., . It found them ne the epinion
that aomething should be done. Ho then called upon somo of the léading

oitizenu to organize support for the luaw snforoing'agenoies of the aifyi :



Porsons oontanoted wers Mesara James g Stahlman, D James g Yancs, Chancel.v-
lor Jomes i Kirkland, ¥r John R Aust, Mr Vernon Tupper and Los T loven-
thal, the latter two being Pisk trusteecs, They &l pledgod complete backe
inz 1n secing the mattor publiecly condemned and the guilty parties brought

to trial, : o C R e e e e
county . S : - . oo, T e e R
Offictals On Monday noratng, Dacember 1B, Dr Jones, with Mp Arthue

Raper of the Interracial Comuinsion in Atlanta end M 8L
Gmith of the Juwliug Rosenvald fund, ealled upon tho Sheriff mng Attorney
General at the Court House. . Ha found. considerable oxaitement with some -
officials Wishing to placs ¥osponsibility upon Kaury oounty orficinle am
others fosling that Davidson County had Jurtsdiction not only fer the  ::

kidnapping but the murder. . yudgo Chester X Hart ruled that Jurisdiotion .

rogted in oither county and ‘instructed the Grang Jury of Davidaen County

to bring in indietmenta fop both kidnapping and murder,. The Attornoey |
Genaral. requested Dr Jonew to state what he knew about._ the cape and Fisk's
connection with 4t before & group of ex-sheriffs, maistan\&a to the atfbr«

hey general, and othep deputiecs. There seomed to be & conmensus _offhapi'nion

that somsthing should and would be dons to bring the kidna

bpers and mure

o . Gl e

derora to trial, _ _

. e e e, Ry e wa . T3 € e 1 k. gt e o,
SE e LN G E SRR Epsae OB A AT ) ptes nhaTNT Toh
.

Senatop ’ .
BeKedlaxy - .-, Joaving thig conferonce, Dr Jones and 8 %, smith huryes e,tl.(ftg

- @ meoting 4n the Governor's office, 'ﬁith the rol,ib;:sing
boopla: Neanrs James o Stahiman, Vernon Tupper, Lea § Loventhel, Dnn B~
MoGugin, Yi¢s 4 Pardue, Dy Roger T Hooa, and one or two othe.av‘leaé;ing B
oitizena., thile valting for admission to the: Governertp office, wo moy .

Unitod States Bonator McKellep.. He deplored the orine and hoped fthat looal




oourts would do somothing about ft. He stated that he had gone {nto
this whole lynching problem soms yeara ago when the Pederal Anti-Lynch-
inz bill was before Congress and hed concluded at that time thet the
Fodexal Govermment could do nothing about 1t wntil theroe was an anend-
ment to the Constitution. He wns seen in Washington agatn in January |
and rsfused to {nteroecde Yooally ox encoumge the goverrment to do so.

Govornoy - Ubon being admitted to the Govarnor'a Offica ve round

him slrsady aoquainted with the case, After hearing o

our ooncern, he turnad to us and aaid "Gentlemon, you know how difricult .

Py

1t.1s to get_pronecutions in theaa casea.- I do not wish to hava any

OB
3 -

part in this ona unless you mean to see 1t through" Whereupon mr J&mest?
. el )
qutthman, expresaing the aantiment or the committoe, aaid,_"GOVGrnor,

L4 HES

this 1a different._ They eams 5nto our county and we mean to atay with *

i

thia thing until hell rreezas ovar" mho Governor then called his

P
aecretnry and diotated an, ordar offering a leQO reward far-tha apprehene
sion qﬁrthe”qriminala

The . o _ | )
Kiﬁnﬂpping * On Mondey evening Mr Rapor and Dp Jotes by the help of '

T

O SIS . o a4 BN .t VI R D R
R AP A S N T e AN TIRLS wa o Wy W e

" Dr Charles 8 Johneson and othera @t in touch with the
family of Jaokson Cheok, 1814 JYackson 8treet, whera the kidnapping hed
taken place.  The femily was very mach frightsned snd hesitated to talk
bug gradunlly their confidence was won and they told the atory whi¢h|
Bppoars in the accompanying affidavite, In brief, they said that Cordid"
Chosk, having been let ous of the Davidzon County Jall a 1itile befora o
3100 P M on Friday, Dacember 15, arrived at thoiyp home on Jackaon Strcot

about 3:30. Yoona Chaek, Cordiets runt, and Rush Chaek, ags lvp his

3
. o,

._,3_'




Gousin, vore at homo at the time. Thoy invited Coxdie in tho kitchen
and started to prepare him something to eat. He wes in good apirit.a‘ and
geemoed groatly rolieved that he had been set free because the Kaury
County Orand Jwry had found nothing against him. He stated his fnnocence
of the cvharge of rape against -8laven year old lady Ann Mooxe éf Glendale,
Tonnesses, and said the trouble had arizen over a quarrel between hime :

gelf and Henry Carld Moore, Lady Ann's brother. Ha was just saying he .-

k3

. wanted a Lsth to get Tid of the %jail gmelln whem thore wag a rap at the doox,

o .o 1o M8 Cheek went to tha door and sew & man about f£ive fect elght
inchos in height, with iron gray hau-".__.,gpparently ebove forty years of agé.
atanding thc_ara.. In the yard with hiwm wore #ix or soven other men, swme of
fhem armed. , The man neked 4f this ves tho home of “Chook® about that time,
3aeing that his mother wan frightened. Rush cheak tmnt; to the doors MHe was

v g F

aaked :,r he wae COrdie Cheek. Rush eaid m hia nsm:e was Rush 'uharcupon
tho man said you aro noi; the o:w wer ara looking 1’01- At that i'.ime, think-
1n3 thaae paopln mre perhapa ofﬁoarn fram 'Lhe Jail and that eomething
had gone wrang. “cordie ceme to tha door. “imé man aaked "Am ycm Cordie

Chesk" and wes anevercd in the arfirmative. The man ihen said, "canaider ‘

Youroolf uder arrest" ang turnin&: to the people m tha yard he saido o

L . |.
L0 PRER I < u..x,-wn e il e

"Here he m boya, comm on and get him.

et ‘I‘wo young men. a tall alim one and & red haired oné;',‘c'xamé’;x;g
and $o0k hold of each arm and started with Conam to the gate.' Mo oldbrly
man onms behind Cordio. ‘I‘wo ahorter poople were near t:he gate in the yard
or Juat outaids tha gato neayr the two automabileu. (Jne youz;g m2n with a
Tfselt hu‘s and a d:ul' suit wns atunding neur the e;nte with a piatol in hin
h&nd. Ilo hold this on Cheelc who hearing a commotion had cone hao}:

- }. .....fi.

howna and vas standing on tho poxrch.

LY “‘ i
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Identification Juat as the party had gottan into tﬁa two Ford cara
and vore sterting to pull away, Dixia_ﬂtonss, L
cousin of Cordis and Rush Cheek, cemo around tho house to viait the
Juckson Chaek farmily. She had grown up in Glendsle and played with
children in the Moore family hundrods of times. Sho had rvocently left
Olendale &nd was at that time employed in Nashviile.- She saw Herry Card
Koovre, with pistol in hand, standing on the yurming board of the rear car.
Bhe looked straight at him and recognized without exy doubt whatever that |
3% was Hemry Carl Moore, Lrother of Lady Ann Moors.. As tho cars pulled
hwéy, two Plak students who wara eating at & restaurant diaganally soross
thé mBirest from the Cheok homs, took the license numbers af tha cars &nd

‘praaently telephoned them to the police.

cauﬁe . P r X ’-"\'t" "“-") T, !‘ st LA 51 ) a1 .‘\ R T S ;' B AL .'. 1-!:‘-:7'-'1'5':
. of the _ Dixie utonas and ‘che Oheaka then relatad tmat thay ma
‘L’:mohing LoRE

ey

L ‘ heard happened which cauaad the tmuhle in Glendale.

’I'he Chsclc and yoore familiea had (;rown up toueth{ar 1n this amall ‘corm.

Tenny Chee}c, the mother oi‘ Cordie, had ‘been cooh, mid. mid-wife and

o

nurse for ths L:core famj ly. Sha haxl treatad. tlw Moore childran 88 her own,

’ﬁ'hen Hrn Moora died, ohe did vhat she could for the family and ntill helped

out afster Mr ‘éoore c(xmni‘cted suicide e.'oou‘c in tha winter of 1932. COrdia

i N
LI S

1'2 and. Hsnry Ca.rl 19, now having grmm to manhood. with Cordlie I;mrinf_; to

work for Honry Carl sinco the Moore pamntm were dead. aocial frioti on evi-

dently of 6 status mature, dovelomd between the two rormer playmutem

This oulminated in a quarrel, ii‘ not o right in whioh humcy (,a,rl., - tae |
Cheakn undamtood « Wag worstom '1‘0 cob even, on the aftornoon raf I@vamA
‘bor 16 nbout 3: 00 r M vhen Cordia wag cutfing wood at the L'oorm homoatesad,

and vas roquirod to bring in uu am load of vood to build & fire which

¢loven-yocar old Lady Ann wap expooted to build, Coxrdie pushed past her as
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'oould put dependonce in what she aaid. T e ST

in iha ouna.J

he ceme in the door and a splintexr of wood caught on Jady Anntg dress
tearing a three-cornsred hole in {t. Bhe vas, of oourse, angry. Houry
Card, it wus reported, then persuaded his 11ttlo eister by giving her a
Qollar to say that Cordis had tried to rapo her. This wan not done,
however, until around five o'olock as Cordle finished his wood outting
around fowr o'olock and was invited by lady Ann'z oldoy sister ond
hﬁaband, who wore living in the house at the tima, to come back to work
the noxt moxning.. Cordie wa|nt home without snxiety and was there until
nearly six o'clock whon one of the Negroes who worked over at Hancock's
#tore, heard Mooxe, Huncook and otherg ,plotting the lynching. . He slipped
put a.nd told cordia &xd his mather that 11: v dangerous and that Corﬁia
BAd DO T100e i iiibe poitie vm h o el s s e ety D
Dok ok =:;:W.,mtber:_i.“?ﬁw2'e..d%d 5ot beliave there wes denger and went
O¥e¥ 10 the stor. to age about 1t. She found people fu & hubbub, Meore
gursed hex and slapped her face, VWhen ahe retumed Gordie, being warned
again fled wp a raving and ‘along the railroad track Yaking most of the

night to .reach his smtar's home on the fumm of Yoel Cheathom, moms four-
i‘.een niles avay, ' |

|.l

Lady -!um's aunt s & h.rn z.{aberry for whom Dixie Stonea workod,
sa1d soon aftor the insident that sho d1dn't bolieve a word of 1t and ‘
’bhat I.ady ‘Ann was suoh an untruthful and 1ncorrigible ohild that ne ‘onis e

--t;.‘f .!;: '..'---"Z.J.-';.’H

e
S,

| The above stary, the basio facts of which was told at the

‘Raper-Jonss interview, has since Leen corrohorated from many angles. It

wap 80 pluuaible that Jonoa and Raper were 1ncliued to accept/ it and

Pasged it along in conversationa with othor oitizens and offioiala interested

- LI roea . - P EEN . L. ’
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Attorney _
Qoneral © Upon going to the Sheriffts office on Tuesday morning

to arrange for the Grand Jury to meet the Jackson Cheek

family, Jones, Raper ond Smith found that thse Sheriff and the Attorney
Goneral had pone to Columbia "to £ind out the Tacta", It has su’cqe-
guently heen stated thet only officials, rolatives of the gird, and tho
girl heraelf were contasted, Thite op colored yeoplo who d44d not ba-» |
lieve the story of rape wore not contacted or given a hesring.

Upon voturning o the Shoriffts office on Wednesdey morning.
thay found sentiment reversed. 'mé bo;r WA 'nuppuaea'to bo guilty and o
daputies and othors a1d hot think anybhing should bé dons avous it, ¢
van pointed out howaver, by acue orficiala and J.eading citizena that )
. tlw hoyts puilt had nothing really ﬁc) do with it. The Maury 'Countﬁr'Gram-fi.
" Jury had "dismissod the case for lack of evidence® and hed set him frale"'.
AB & froe man, therofore wareudera had come .‘mto David.son Cov.nty, l'id-
napped the boy, foreibly carriod hin to mury County and then lynched. him
For this the orininels should bo apprehanded and sentenccd ror murder :ln

the firat degree, Y Y T Lev v

‘,._ oA

T L T T N S

Citizons R : ;
Comittee . While all this had bean golngon, Dr A W Taylor, Chedymsn ;-

“w weencn, o 0f $he Inter-racisl Comminsion, Rubbi Julius Mark anq othara
had ptarted a “moverent to. form & oitizens committee to vofoce public sem 1~ ’
ment and fo_uow up the ¢ase, f}ocordinglj. some £iftoen ministers,'business
men, and officiale met in the offices of the Chamber of Cmﬁmgrce at noon -
on Wedneadsy, Decamber 21. CDr AW Taylor wag in the chaivr. By unaﬁimaus
voto a eitizens committeo wan sot W, composed of Judge :rolin R t(unt, Chalre

wan, Dr Jwaes X Vance, Inator of the Pirot Prosbyterian Churoh, Dy mdwin .

Wing, Profoasor of Hnglish Literature at Vamorbilt Univorsity, Junes G



,/ ‘ Stahlman, Fditor of tho Nashville Banner, and Hon 14itt A Pardue, Editor
of the Hashville Tennessean, This cormitteo then arranged for & mass
meeting in the First Presbyterian Church on Yednonday, Deoeﬁber 2?, and
‘tlvalled upon officers to proseocute the oaaé to thé fx.tlléat extent of the law,.
Opposition puring tho next days the opposition in the -person of lawyers
vosked on fudgo Harb o make him think he had been wrong
1n charging the Grand Jury to indict for both kidmpping and mirder, 01‘1‘1-
. cers and buainesa mon os’.‘ ?.Saury Count:y aeaurad oi‘ficera here that tho ‘ooy
: waﬂ guilty, that proqaeution of the case at that time wou.m produoe z'iots
1n !.mur'y cov;nty, and that the mo'b wag rip,ht 1n lynch:lng tho '%agro.' mury
Cmmty ralativea of membera of the citizena committea pleade& with tham
not to push the caae. Leading citizens and banh.ere rrm {.‘.olumbia offared
‘to raiae bond to any amount to gat out any one indi cted on the churga, .
mem’oera of Nashville Luncheon Clubs urged Dr Jones and others Yo desiat .
from pushing the case, and 1t waa yeported that the Attormey Gesneral him-
B6LL ntated at a mecting of the Red Men's Fraternal Order in Rashville ..
‘that he d4d not intend to prosecute tho cese,. He pointed oud to peroons
“gnterested in pushing the case through thet the old Grand Jury wea very .
- husy and that the new Crand Jury was coming into oftice on January 1, 1934.
'We thought 1t was best to hold the matter over and prosent it the fixst.
thing whon the new Orand Jury came in to power. . el e oA 13
. Mamgpapera  In the meantime, the Christmas and New Year holidays ix;tar-:
vened. Vhon the Cheek side of the cose was piresonted ﬁo_‘
* the newspapors, they stated that rumors oy reporis could not%be printed
‘without risk of suits of libel and that 4% smild be neceasary‘to walt for

“fucther novs releases until an {ndictment was gotten or the xhatter_ brought

vt



to trial. lombora of tho citineny committeo, tvo, pointed out that it
vas good atrategy to let tho exoitcmont die down so that ndditionsl ovi-
donce could ba gotien froa tash walis and colored people,
Delays At tho sume 4ima tho Roeso eusa, involvin,g a political
baa,' seandal, broke which took the front pages of the rress
and "s11 of the timo of the Attorney Genoeral®. 4s iuteres_t began to wane,
Yalter Talte, ﬂuérctary of the I:atiozial.!tssuciahion for the Advancoment
of Colorcd Fecple, rightly talographod the Go{rezmoi“ implying delay and -
attenpt ot hushing up tho cass, This ‘ealled forih protest from the )
Governor und the chairman of tho oit iaena' coumd ttee, It was pointed :duf;
thet {his case wae to Yo handled b'y the citivons and couits of Nashvilla

'. FSl

and tlm‘c no intcrfcrenco wan nocdad from liew York or the outside. R

. * . . 1 y
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Outtxico :

In‘ce;;'ferunce Ha?ing heard reponted condemnations of outsida int orfnrenca
o m the Bcottaboro cnge and witnessing t‘xe fealﬁ.ng ol the

eitizens comittw, mamhors. of tho Intarracial Comminsion who ware bocoming
more and nore apprehensive that tha case Was being pide tracked, decid&d
to make this a tost case to ase if southern courts in ons of the suppoaodly
nost nnliwhtunod cﬂaters ol the uoufh would bring action. CE e et
pgpoaitiona _ A.ﬁ:er rapeated efforts in vain to get the "haelc fumily ba-
sroe %, Lo, FOYE the Crand Jury the Attorney Ganeral vas parguaded to
some to Fisk Univoraity early in Jenmusry and take depositions of eye-vitnssses
to the kidnapping, In the courss of tho queationding he incenped! oné ;"qr the
witneascs greatly by askir;g i she was a pi:ba{;ituta".‘ The deﬁoéiti‘&nﬁ h#ﬂhg
boon taksn end the people maasured that 'thuy vould bo called betore the

Grund Jury within a fey dnya t‘le wpam were iled and apparcntly t‘m'potten.

The =~ ST o e A
Lynching About this time 1t becwae known that & Negro trvek driver

noar Lewinburg, James Corratt by nama, had boen an oyewltnoss

o
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to tho lynching. He wan interviewed by Dr Jones early in January ond

soma months lator by others. o told the sume story each timo of how he, :
together with Andrew Allen, a white tonmant on Dr Goddard's famm near
 Bryant Station, were raturning elong the Lewlabﬁrg highway from delivering
) load of hay in Columbia. I¥ was about 6:20 P ¥, just befors dark. A
man about 5 feet 8 inches $all with iron gray halir and héavy atature )
said “Do you want to see us kill this nigger"? Garrett Baid no, vhereupon
the man said, "yell you're going to an;way. Turn off that engine. He'll
ahow you what happens to niggers who don't know how to treat white people"
Garrott then related how he saw Cordle Cheek atanding beuide automobiles A
which anowerod the desoription of those aeeu 1n Lbahville.' Ho hed & rope
a%éuéqthia nock, a.step ;agdg;;yﬂp_gndar a cedar ﬁrce“ang‘Fleend_dt_yhe
¥ops was over & limb of: the tree. .After about fifteon mimutes automobiled
f;}led with poople. began to coino from everywhare.f Thérg_ware';ﬁﬁ of them,
st tae, :VBOR grqufr;ciently_;arga crowd had>g§thexed, they opened Cordiets
t?ogagra_aﬁd castrated him by severing the teotiole sack from his body. .He
wos then pushed wp thalgtepr;qddef, the rope tighteued and fastened around
the $ros by tho man who was, foreing James Garrett to witaesa tho desd and
Cordie was pushed off the ladder, by the sama man, by means of a pols which
hé'plneed'égainnt'Cordiéva;hipa: ?fhe'yéﬁng mon éidihhﬁiﬁ'tha-éf%ﬁif;*tﬂéﬁ?
shot into his body and pasaed around the piatol for others éo ahgot. -

- . L. [ : Pt
RSN T T AL T SIS B PRIV

Colleoting - ST U ST
Evidence  Affidavits of_thiw story together with other bits 0f evidence

., ... Were sulmitted from time to {ime to the Choiiwan of the Citlzens
Conxad tteo and through him to the Attoraey Genoral's Office. ILvory weck somae
manbor of the Intorracisl Cozmission contacted tha chairman oé'tha Citizenn
Conmi tteo, the Sheriff or theLAttornay Goneral, with the assurance being.

L . . .+ . . R . Y e e e .
g} },'-‘-_,,__ - A L I A . v D T LT
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given eaoh time that the Cheek oome had not been forgotton, that it was
the next thing on docket and as soon as the Reece cnsa was out of the way,
it would bo presented to the Orand Jury. This continued for six mopﬁha
with no evidence of further action being taken.

Interracisl , o
Comnission ' In the meantime, the Interracial Commission saw that if

anything 8t all was to be acoomplished, it would be neces~
sayy to hire a speoial'attorney. This was agreod upon and a substential
fund quickly xainod. The chaizwan of tha Citizona Committes, hingelf
beconing discouraged with the promises snd 'dodzes of ‘the Attorney General,
ewrote him a aharp lettor and agreed to the plan ‘of the ‘Commi ttee. -

L4 .
Laey o om Y o

Jeff e T R ' el CREAYR s AT T o s T SrAn AN

MeCarn ... Mr Joff J lMoCarn vas chosan to gssemblg evidenee and gat
L1y e 1y W8 matter efore the Grand Jury It had naw beooms tha v

B ,I ,1

.middle of July but Mr McCarn. Dr Barnett ox SGarritt College and ;o Jonea
of Fisk, ptherlintereaped_parties:being ouﬁ pf_the‘oity_at‘that timo, bo-
gan to gather avidence. They made trips to Columbia Lewilburg, lendala,

.and elsevhers and readily fbund the 1nformation recorded in the report of

- Dr Barnet¢t appended to thia statemont.

The Co Ce _ ) ‘
Crand Jury = On August 27 and B8 Mr McCarn succecded in getting the case

befora the CGrand Jury. The persons directly involved in
the case, Leona and Rush Cheek and Dixie Stones who sew Cordio kidnapped
and James Garrett who saw him lynched, testifiod atatihg\that‘thé; had
positively identified the parties to the orima, that they oould identify
thom, again and that the& vere certain of avery detai} tor the kidn&ppipﬁ
arml lynohing which they had related.

Joel Cheatham, white plentation owner near céiumbia. also

appesred and stated that he know members of the mob who searched his

"1 }"

(!
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Nashiville, Tennessse
Deoanber 23, 1943

T

Attorney Oenoral Richarxd M Atkineon
Neshville, Tenvessee

My dear Mr Atkinsons

With Honry Carl Moore named by Susie Dixie Stones i
and the desoriptions of his dark suit, light hat, and i3
gun in his hend made by Ieola Choek, Rush Cheek, and
Hiilary Oheelk, it ia clear that Henry Carl Roors was anong
those who took Cordie Check Trom the 1614 Jackson Streel
sddress on the afternoon of Decerber 15, 1933.

The one who first came to the door at the 1614 8
Jackson Stroet sddresa and inguired for Cordie Cheek and ' ;
whon ho found him sald, "Consider yoursalf under arvest®
was seen and doseribed by Leola Cheek and Rush Choek who
wore inside of the house snd by Hilary Cheek who wns
stonding in tho yard, Leola Check; 1% will be noted, states
that she thought she had seen this man befores (Jackson
Chosl, husband of Leola Check)stated to you yesterday
afternoon; you will recall that PDepuly Austln Herland from
Columbla had been to 1614 Jackson Street twice on the mame
day a few montha ago looking for an ascused Columbia Nogro) .«
These facts suggust thet 1% was Devuty Austin HAarlend from
Columbiam who first among the kidnapprors ceme to the door
at 1614 Jeckson Stroet on December 15, 1933. Leola Cheek,

Rush Chesk and Hilary Cheek believe they oan identify thé ' ' 7
men who fixat camo t0 the doors o .

A third person, seen in the vicinity of the kidnapping
with other unknown white men in the early afternooun of Fridey,
Decamber 15, 1933, is desoribed by Dr George Meadors and Edward
Parnwell as being tall, sbout 45 years old with & rather narrow
faca, Dr Meadors stated that be thought this tall man was a
Northerneyr by the way he talked, and that he was called "Dad"
by the other white mon who came in with him, the mon wita him
being a short Lellow. Edvard Barnwell states in his toestimony
thet this $all man was woaring e black leather coat which ogue
to his hipas. 4As these fwo men came in anothar whlte man
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These are a very long and tedlious memoranda, but aince yoﬁ are opi\
of the city I thought they might be of some service to you when you rgiurn.

The more T see of this case the more I am convinced thatl thsfé can '
be no excuse other than official negligence for failure to indict and conviet.

S B
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Gentlomen)

You heve doubileons notived the ¢ell by Judge John Re Aust end
pthors for a mesa meoting at the Fired Presbyierien Chuyeh, atb
$oon on Vednesdey, Janvayry & ~= & brief mestiug -« to take vtops
to orpenize a stateewide compaign egeinst lyachinges I siucerely
trunt thet you will be prusent and that you will &nteww Yol
pelf in {nviting othern to Shet meating.

T I

t have talen the liberty of suggesting o Judge suet that 1%
might bo edvisahle st thie time to stert sgain egltetlon for evh
gn anti-lynehing b1l s6 we cttempled ten gt threm;:n tha logialae
ture WG yoars g0

Meess parﬂm o ¢arbon aapy, husty setion b@ina neneamrx 1f any~
thing esy Lo Qobe in tino.
'.{f"'
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Confidential , vy i

- A 1 '.‘. . " "
. A

To; Dr Thomas E Jones

From: Arthur Raper

[

By today's mail you will receive copies of stéteménta which yesterday

. afternoon I discussed with Editors Pardue and Stahlman. .-

I see nothing else here now that I can be doing and accordingly I em
returning to Atlanta today. I have made several attempts to get in touch
with Attorney General Atkinson to make certain that he has in his possession
the signed, notarized statements of witnesses taken here in the Library on
last Triday afternoon. Since I have been unable to check this I think it
would be well for you to find out about them upon your return. While I
have every reason for believing that he has the statements, for Mr Creswell
left them in the hands of one of his assistants in his office, if for any
reason General Atkinson does not have these statements there are copies in the
possesslon of Miss Bowles and Mr Creswsll, and Judge Aust also has a copy of

The second matter which I think should elaim your attention is to make
certain that the Negro witnesses ere in readiness to testify before the new
Grand Jury. You will note from reports of the mass meeting and editorials
on same that & request was made that the new Grand Jury be chosen with the
view of indictments in the case and that Judge (ilbert expressed himself in
the paper as determined that the case be thoroughly investigated.

\ .-

Yosterday afterncon while in conference with Mr Stahlmén he expressed
the opinion that unless Judge Aust and his Committee stay immasdiately behind
General Atkinson that there was little likelihood of Mr Atkinson making any
any thoroughly investigation. This same opinion was expressed yesterday by
nearly everyone with whom I talked. You have heard, I sgbposq, of General
Atkinson's virtual justification of a lynching in an address before a group-
of of ex-service men (perchance the red men's meeting which Mr Atkinson was
80 anxiocus to report to Judge Aust the other morning when he came, you will
recall, up to Judge Aust's office)., Mr Stahlman further adviseé that just
as soon a8 indictments had been secured the Judge should appoint a special
prosecution in thia cese. I don't know that these suggestions of Mr
Stahdman are particularly valuable, but they strike me as well worth special
consideration. . :

When I get back to Atlanta I shall make copiss of the statement of the
witnesses and send a set to 8 L Smith and Dr W D Weatherford, both of whom I
think may be in a position to help with the case -~ Mr Smith because of his
acquaintance with one of the members of the legal committee appointed after
this week's mass meeting, and Dr Weatherford, too, I think may be able to have
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influence with some of the men. When making these copies I will send
along to you another set for whatever use' you can meke of them.

I trust the Gulf did not freeze over and that your brief outing will
bring you -and your family back to the campus with even more enthusiasm and
concern for human wellbeing. e T : T

I you think I can be of further service. to you, I would feel that

this would be sufficient reason for returning. -
ok Ak S Sokekkok ' -

T was about to overlook a suggestion which Miss Bowles makes concern-
" ing the advisability of scme kinsman of .Cordie Cheek swearing out & warrant
for Henry C Moore and -perhaps others'believed to have been emong those who
were in the kidnaping-lynching. I talked with Judge Aust concerning this
matiter yesterday morning and he doubted the value of this prosecution.,
Certainly should the warrant be sworn out someone other than one of the eye -
witnesses should do 1%, PO GRE e :

[RLAF

In most cases I think the procedure is for the early arrest of the
person or perscns whose identity is known and from them information is secured
concerning the confederates and the crime.  In your contacts with Judge

Aust, Mr Atkinson, and Sheriff Baumen, I think it might be well to.inquire

whether there would be any advantage in Jackson Cheek swsaring out a warrant
for itheir arrest. ‘

Yosterday morning when I talked with Judge Aust he was somowhat
worried because of the time which this case was taking or might take; also
he spoke with considerable irritation about a correspondence which 'he had had
from some northern organization. Concerning this latter meiter, I think you
should encourage him to let such matters go for what they are worthj that
the principle business here 18 geiting indietments and convictions. Certain-
. 1y the naming of a Citizens Committee will not prevent organizations outside
of the South interested in this case from writing to those men who have ap-
peared in print as being leaders of local efforts in defense of law and erder.
What I distantly fear here is that some members of the Citizens Conmittoe as
pressure is applied on them from the lynchers and their friends to let the
matter drop is that they may have a tendency to let letters fyom the outside
organizations become an excuse for a kind of "hands~off* attitude in this
Qase, I think you should talk with Judge Aust and assure him that outside
organizations can get no foothold in this case and cannot become & complication
g0 long &8 his Committee and leading local people are ingtrumental in ze-
curing indictments end convictions with despatch.

Now, between you and me, if indictments and convictions can not be se-
cured in this case, a whole legion of outside organizations ought to expose
this situation inside and out. ‘
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January nd 1934

Judge John R Aust TR RS e R
Anmerican Truzt Bullding o e
Nashvillie, Tennecsses : :

Daar Judge Anata

?

I appreeiate very deeply your letter of DGGGMber 29th,
You know, Judge Aust, that I have complete confidence in you end
fe0l 4 depth of gratituds for the stand you are taking relative to
law enforcements - Mp Raper had left the city befors X returned
but in his letter to mo ha made no. refarvnee to tlie incident to which
you referrad. I note in & fow of the contacts that I had with

My Reper that he was inclined occasfionally to let hia enthusinen nnd
zeal press his friends a Little® too” aeverely, enough that some of
‘them resented hie apparent haste. I on certain that he 4id not

mean 1o leave this impression. Raper 18 @ fine fellow and haa
done an excellent plecs of work. Ho has an increasingly wids
field of usefulnesa, If he should mention the matter fo me, of
course, I will state my high regard for you and nssure  hin you are

. leaving no stone unturned in upholdinp the principal of law enﬂﬂrce-

ment in the ¢ tato of ﬁepneasee. . b
: 1 regret that the Governor has baen annoyed by lettors

from some Negro organization which has not had the full facts in

thia case. I am sure that you, Covernor leAlister, and other res-

ponsible citizens of this community know that I do appreeiate the

great help you are giving me in my work at Fisk University by the

stand you are takings ° It brings reassurance to white gnd bleeck

alike and given us something on which to stand in furthering the

work to which wa have dedicated our livea.

Sincerely yours,

. : Thomas E Jones
TET W , Proaident

- W

§ oA
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January Ebth 1934

Dr Alva W Taylor
J.01 Bowling Avenue
Nashville, Tenn

Doar Dr Taylort

the other day, both of whom'are eagar
- funds for the “ordia Ghaek

they are ready now to take hold somewhat vigorously this cRse
and puah it ahead. < . :

. . James' ﬁeldon_Jahnsan
gtve us much hopa that we can expect any tangiola reaults
from the services of a detective, They sey they hdve spent
thousands of dollars in years gone by and have gotten almost
ne benefit from such services. They think, however, that
an attorney assisting the Attorney Genersl can do a great deal
of good, The ¢hlef thing is to have some one give his entire
tims to assenbling information and pushing the matter;throuéh.

I stord ready to help in any uay uhenavar you,
wish to get the comhttt@e together,

Sincerely yours,

: Thomas E Jénes
TES w ' . President
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Southern Commission on the Study of Lynchmg !

703 STANDARD BUTLDING
ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE FORT MILTON, CHAIRMAN

CARE CHATTANGOGA NEWS : . ARTHUR RAPER
CHATTANOOGA, TENN, ) ‘ ) o : . REBEARCH SHCRETARY
JULIAN HARRIS January 3, 1934, : W. R. CHIVERS
JOHN HOPE [ . L ) o B ’ ASSOCIATE
B. ¥, HUBERT . : '
CHARLES S, JOHNSON : '
W, P, KING . : : ; L S , . .
W, J, McGLOTHLIN i : ORI S o ! : :
R. R. MOTON - . : : .
HOWARD W, ODUM
ALEX W, SPENCE .+
MONROE N woax

Dr. Thomas E. Jones, President’
Fiskx University :
¥ashville, Tenn.

_Dear Dr, Jones:

nd note with 1nterest

g “relt that he had Derohanoe
spoken hastlly in our last interview. I did not teel that

. . he had beyond the fact that I feared he was growing tired in
Af“ﬁgntioipatio s the” ul uggle anead if indict entszg
'-fﬁand convietions”were to- be seoured o EEE "

Attaohed I am sending you copy of newspaper cliovpnings con-~

cerning Dunlshments of lynchers in recent years. I thought:

these would be very valueble to those people who atteapt to

justify doing nothing in this case because lynchers always

go unpunished., Attached also I am sending cony of my 1etter
B to Mr. Smlth of yesterday. _ o ¢

Attached tco you have two sets of statements uf witnbsses.

I thought you would verchance have use for these. It seems
that one cooy might with orofit be left with Doctors Johnson,
Frazer,et al, who are interested in this case and can perchqnce
help 1ocete further witnesces..

I am slad to see that you are beginning a movpment o raise
funds with wnich to engage additional counsel or detective
services. It is highly 1mnortant I think, that Attorney-

General Atkinson be reveatedly amicontinuously reminded thet //
these cases muet not be permitted to lag because his office
does not haoven to have the available money with which to _ w“

employ additional counsel or detectives.

Remembser me to ¥rs. Jones, the boys and little Miss Jones,
and express to them my apvnreciation of their kindness in
pernitting me tvo live with the family a few doys. I too hope
that our paths mey cross often, and with less —atnos} as I
recall I have come to know you through the tragic death of

e s
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Southern Commission on the Study of Lynching

3 ’ 7032 STANDARD BUILDING

ATLANTA, GA.

- GEORGE FORT MILTON, CHAIRMAN . ) . ‘ ARTHUR RAPER
" CARE CHATTANOOGA NEWS . o DI RESEARCH SECRETARY
<+ GHATTANODGA, TENN. ' ST — - W. R. CHIVERS
JULIAN HARRIS L
JOHN HOPE

o ABSOCIATE
_ B. F. HUBERY S '

CHARLES S, JOHNSON
. W. P. KING

W. J. MCGLOTHLIN

~ ‘R. R. MOTON

MONROE N. WORK

Dr. Thomas E. Jones—-23 January 3, }934
\ L

L

Dean Derrlcotte and the reoent lynchlng of Oordie Cheek, but,

1t is a plzasure wnen working on.sguch. cases tor find a person .
such as you.

| ;.,_:.ZQQ;vdially, yours, .

: Arthur Raper
AR:TG . ,



. -vViotion of lynchers,

January 3, 1934,

LSS

Dr. Charles 8. Johnson
Fisk University
Nashville, Tenn.

Dear Dr. Johnsont

- B R S UL SRR T PO
By today's mail I am sending to President Jones coples of

- sworn statements. of witnesses, and of my letter to Attorney-
General Atkinson summarizing same, and also copy of newspaper -
reporis of recent years ooncerning. the indictment and-con

In my letter to Dr. Jones I suggeéted that yoﬁ, ﬁessﬁs. Frager

and Bond and others, would perchance want to see thesa
waterials,

I am of the opinion that the witnesses know other %éfaone

who have first hand information concerning the Maury Uount

- end of the tragedy. Miss Stonee insists that while wiliing . .
to testify herself, she does hot want her people in Maury' . -~

Oounty called into the courts. I think, however, it would be

well for you and Dr. Jones to talk with her concerning possible

evidence and know something about it in csse it should be

lmperative to use 1t in the trials, whioh of course can ocoume
only 1f indictments are made.

/
i

I trust the annual meeting was quite'a success and that you
found some satisfaction in your own contribution, which, I

kather from the program, was not small. I am looking forward
to the publication of the papers.

It was very good to see Mrs. Johnson and the children again

and have the opportunity to meet Dr. Park and to work with you
even in suoch a tedious task.

Cordially yours,

Arthur Raper
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January 4th 1934

Honorable Hill oAl ster. Govarnor ST
State of Tennesseae _ S
State Capitol

Nashville, Tennesaee

My dear Governor NcAlister:

I underatand from.Mr S L Smith that you have roe
neived an unfortunate te}egram from an’ organiz&tion of Negroos
in-New York., - Y merely wich to agsure you that we had nothing
to do with that communication, - We have kept faith with you
and other officers of the law-in laying before you and you alone
. what facts we have been able to assemble in. the Cheek casq. X
have full confidence in the District Attorney, the Shediff ; and
the Citizens Comulties, composed of leading eltizens and wnder
the direction of Judge Aust, in pushing this mattor forward.

After all, as I stated to you ia peraon, nmy in-
toraat in this case does not -rast upon the foct that at present
I happen to be at Fisk Univarsity. More then this, I am a
citizen of Tennessee snd of the Unlted States of America. Ve

have laws and compotent executives to enforde them, . I thoroughly

believe in you snd the persons charged with the responsibility of
upholding law {n this commonwealth. Anything that I caen do to
gexrve you you may be asure that Y will be happy to {do so.

Bincerely yours,

Thomas E Yonsas
TRY w . President

B T S e - -t A A
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January Sth 1234

Judze John R Aust

Amerlcan Trust Bullding
Nashiville, Temnn

Dear Judge Austit _

1 am transmitting herewith & copy of newsg-
paper reports on the punishment of lynchers during
recent yearb, which haa been sent to me by ¥r Acrthur
Raper, 1 !

L

It is rathor significant that as many\péoﬁlé
have be :n bréught to justice in these casasl I-faell' t
gncouraisd to belisve that as enlighteﬁed a comaunity,
ag Nﬁahville will mzipntein no lssgs enviable a fecord.
~ when the éase‘in vhich we are involved is settled. |
ﬂiﬁh continued appreciation for.you and your
~work, L am
Sincerely yours,

Thomas B Jonés’
TR w . President
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Dr. Thomas E. Jones,
Figke Universlty,
Naeshville, Tennessee.

Deér Dr. Jones: E sy

I was in Nashville a week ago today and hed hoped  to talk
. with you about the present status of -the Cordie Cheéek oase,
" . 1 was-on the campus in conferehce with‘Dr;*Johnson in 'con- -
nection with a project for observing and reporting the ef-
feots of the new deal on the Negro. Due to an urgent re-—
. gquest to be at Washington the next day, I wag unsble %0’
remain on the campus until you returned to your office.

I had lunch with Mr. S. L. Smith, who reported that there

was still a possibility of court action. I happened uv

with Dr.Weatherford who reported thatnaatisfactory pro- . .
gress was being mede for gsubscribing funds whkth which to. B
employ sveclal progecution. I am wondering what the pre-

sent status of thils case is and: just when we may. exvect

to get special action. -

1f T .can be of service at any btime, please call upon me.
Sincerely yours,

v .
L . ’_
B
éj;ﬂjf‘s_

AR:MCS Arthur Raper.
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My Arthur Raper -
Interracial Commission
~Atlanta, Georgla

Deoxr Wr Kapers

. I regret that I was not in Nashville to see your happy
face and talk over -the Cordie Cheek situation, There bas been littls

- change since you were here. - About four hundred dollars of the five

hundred we were trying to ralse bas been subscribed and the other is

in cight. With this and the agsurance we have from Dr Alexander of
an addivionsl sun, the Committee is in m position to chooss outalde /- .
coungel.  Messrs Jack Norman, Jeff McCarn, together with two or three. o
others have been nominated, R T

) . . . - 1 [

- The committee to raise funds, which wan appolinted, by
the State Interraclal Cosmittee, was enlarged ab our lust Fashville
meoting to includa Charles § Johnson and Albert Barnett of Scurritt Col-
leze, It was requested that this committeo work with the Citlzens
CommitLoo in chooalny eddltionel counzel us we wiptsd to Lo as sure as
possibla that the right man is tound, There hag been no difficulty

in getting the Citizens Commnittee to couperate with-this Interrecisl Comf.'_m."d

mittee on the matter, .

Dr Alva Taylor and I think that Judge Aust and the Com-
mittee nre ng determined today to do svséthing about.thiuy as vhey were
8ix weeks 2g0. They say thut we have Lo walt untll Attorney General
Atkinson pet this Reece case off before he can be expected to give at-
tention to the Cheek case, It looks now as tf this ought to be
handled within the nexb week and then we expsct sonething definite. I
will keep you informed of developments. '

Sincerely yours,

. Thomnaa B Joneé
TR w : ’ Preasident
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Nashville, Tennessce
February 28, 1934

TO CONTRIBUTORS TO THE ANTI LYNCHING FUND.

Confidential

Dear Friends:

 You will be glad Yo know thet Hon, Jeff
MoGarn hes been retained by Judge Aust and the Citizens!
committee, in comsultation with and with the hearty appréval
of our committee on finaﬁcé, representing the Interraciai
Committees e are pfgmised action as soon as the Attprpéy
Goneral is ‘through wigh the Reece case.' We now bavé $400
plodged and about $300 paid in off our half of the 1,000 fund,
If you have helped yoh will be 1nterested in this 1nformatiop
if you have not yet done 50 we feei sure you will send us yourc
cbntribution immediaﬁely 80 wo can claim the $50Q promlsﬁd us
whett we raise that dmounte We mbst have owr 8500 to procure
1t and we cannot go aﬁead with éhé basé until wﬁzget ik,
We are depending upon you, Kindly send your check to Dré/W. D¢

Weatherford, our treasurer, or to the undersigned smd oblige.

Singsserely,

Alve W, Taylor, Chr.

, 101 Bowling Avenus,
Thos. Elsa Jones. C.
Julius Mark, '
Wa Pe King,
Alva W, Taylor, Chr,Com,

Pledged $5.00, paid $5.00. Thank you.

.
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LAW OFFICES OF

JEFF McCARN
NASHVILLE, TENN.

July 5, 1954,

Dr. Thos. E. Jones,
Fisk University Campus,
Nashville, Tenn.

Dear Dr. Joness - - i

L I began irmediately after talking with you and
'Dr. Alexander of Atlanta, moving toward some actlon in the -
case about which you talked to me. I have tried both by letter
énd an effort at personal contact to take the matters up with
- the Attorney General sbout which we talked. Just two or three

. days ago I succeeded in an indirect contact with him on tha sub—
“Ject. - ‘ ‘ ;

The term of the Criminal Court had reaohod e point
at which it seemed that thers had been & purpose in avolding a
hearing at this term, I mean before the Grandjury.- I went inme-~

~diately to the Judge of the Court who has charge of the Grandjury
for the term and made arrangements with him to have the Grandjury
for this term called back at wsuch time as I find that I have pro-
cured facts that would Justify a hearing before them, We can do
this at any time that we get oul witnesses lined uP

T also approached the Sheriff end find that he has
some facts that are not very substantial, but are worth preserv-
ing. I am anxlous indeed to have another talk wlth you before
the matter goes before the Grandjury. 0f course, you understand
that I could not becomo openly active in the matter until I had
authority from the Attorney General. I only received that suthor-
1ty this week, bubt am now in position to meske investlgation into
substantial facts end to proceed with more or less vigor in press-
ing the matter to a hearing,. >

I was anxious %o have this present -Grandjury pass
on the matter, so that if we failed with this Grandjury, we could
take the matter up with the judgés: and be more certain of a prop-
er CGrandjury at the September term,

I want to see you lmmediately on your return to
the city and am wrlting this letter for that purpose.

JMeC-H
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- July 10th 1284
Tussday

Y

Mr Jeff MoCarn
“Reehville Truat Bldg
Bashville, Tenn

Ey'dear Kr McCarns

I am transmittina herewith copiua of corrvezpondence
and depositions regarding ‘the Gordi‘ ] ek ,ase whicn yog Tay
need in prosecvting tha casf S

T am getting in touch with the witnesqed hcxe in mash— .
ville and ag soon ap I have them lined up will gee that you have g;f
an opportunity to meet hem. in cage ycu wish 40 do so,.’ ; It seems -
" to me that if we could get Mrs Jackson Chesk: ‘and her two sona, _
Rush and Hiliary, wio were at the house at the time of the kidnaps
ing, to identify one or more of the uuapects in the cage, it
‘would be a very good thing, ,

I cannot tell you the gxeat satisfaction it gives ma
to know tha{ you are taking hold of thiz case in earnest ard are
“golng to push it through to a success rul conclusion.

bincnrely youra,

Thomas E Jones
TE w - President




September 11, 1934, i)_ﬂT

Hon, Lit J. Parduo,
Publisher the Nashiville Tennesscan,
Hoshville, Tenn, '

“Dear Mr._Pafdue:

' - Lot me express to you my very grecat appresiation of
the cditorials "COTiEY REPUDIATES WAE LOB" and "CONVICTLION" that .~ .. -
" appearcd respectively in the Evening Tennessean of the 10th =and the -
Forning Temnessean of the 1lth.  The Tennessean has consistently - . =
condenned nob violence, and for this it doserves the commendation of-- .
all who believe in ordexrly government. - -+ - - - '

The refercnces in the editorial of the 1l0th to the fallure of . -
- grand juries in Davidson and Meury countles to indiet the lynchers . .-
- of Cordle Chesk sre puriicularly appropriate, since tho recont session ..
.~ .. of the Davidson county grand jury had evidence placed before it that . ...~
- would seem abundantly to have warranted inﬁictmentSfﬁ_Ifugﬁ**"ue;;ﬂ1-ﬂ
S Davidson County has a-sorry.record‘in.cases.dfxthi§ kinds - In 1924 .
& teen age Negro lad was taken f£rom e hospltal Bed in Rashville, where ..
-he lay already mortally wounded, and was brutally lynched. - It is sald. :
~~-that the investigation of the -lynching went far enough to- discover who ~ %
*--the Jlynchers wore, and then the case was droppedl! Has this happened - ~::%
% in the Cordie Cheek case? Do we have in Davidson Gounty a proteetion .
-..0f crime by thosa whose duty it is to dsbeot end punish 147 Are our ~ 771
.. vgrand Jurles composed of professional jurymen who slect to take no i "l
- eognizance of crimes of whioch their prejudices or pewsonai politieal .. .7
~commitments lead them to approve? One hesitates to make charges, snd -
- yet one who has watched on the sldelines as a oiltizoen cannot help . ..~ . -
... but wonder about these matters, . . ... . oo n o el T

" On December 27, 1933, in spite of a bitterly cold day, a group = . '
of several hundred representabtive Nashville cltizens gathersd in the o
- First Presbyterian Church of this city to express their resontment of
- the affront to civilized procedure represented in the Cordis Cheek . :

" lynching. A resolution iniroduced by Mr. Harry A. Myers mnd passed o
unanimously amid vigorous applause "respactfully" requested the judges -
0of the Davidson County €riminal Courts "to select a particularly S
high=-grade grand jury ... to hear witnesses Jln the Chesk lynching and

" return indictments agalnst the lynch gang.Y One would venturs to-
call this rosolution to the attention of our Judges whose prerogative
it is to appoint grand Jurors, because there surcly are thirteen nen '
in Davidson county eligible for jury service who will consider evidences ..

~ dnstead of color and vote the indictments tha% are warranted in the / ‘
Check lynching case. L . e

At the above mentioned meeting last December 27th, Chancollor

Kirizlond of Vanderbilt University made an inpressive condermation
of the lymching of Cordie Chesk and called on low enforcement egencles -
to do thedir full duty. He closed his stabexent with the exelamatidn, .
"God pity Tennessec" if this ond similer crimes ars permitted to g0 un~
Pun%shgd. ils words ccho azain as your editorials bring thon to nind,
'God pity Tennessce® if lynch law 15 to prevail without being effectively
caallenzcd and overthrowal '
: Reapeetfully,
Albert L. Barnett,



Jenuory 8, 1955,

Deny Mr, Taylor:

Abtached is o copy for the secretary of the
rasolutlions on the Shelbyville outbreak which our comnitice was
directed to drayw uwp ond send ag indlcated in the resolutlons. Ve
sent them to both papers snd to the persons specified They
vere puhlished in the papers while I was out of tov i

I am anxious that the COrdie Cheek cese be brought to some
conolusion. Dr. Jones is 11l, and I am on a semi liguid diat for
the same malady which he had in a more serious forme 1t ls a
physieal impossibility for me %o do the driving that would be
involved in going to Columdbla, Lewisburg et cetera in getting
individual affadavits from the witnesses in the case. I do not
believe that eifhéir the Washville or the out of tov? wltpedses
will come in volunterily eny more for the making off aflndavits,
Absolutely the only chance I see for getting afieadavits is to
have these people subpoened here Lor the Grand Jury, and while
they are here get them to make the affadovits required.

My feelinu 18 that 4f we are not to take that procedure, we
should come to the definite decision, and have Ir. Raper come .
up and gebt things in shape for publishing our pamphlet. The
Costi an—uuaner Bill has bsen introducede The Cheek case is a
perfect 1livgtration of the futility of local aetion through
the state courts, I believe the larger scrvice to our couse is
to make this case availadble now for cducational purposes,.

I raised the question in the note on the attached sheet

- . whether or not any notice of our resolution syproving the Costigan=-

Wagner bill had been sent the President, Senctors Costlgan and

Wagner, our rennesses congressmen, and the several Interracial

organizatlons who wounld use it. The sendins of this resolution
was not ag I wnderstood 1t a responsibility of our resolubions

gommittes. In cnse you inbtended that o:r committde handle thet
you can let me Xnow and I will gladly do so0.

Sincerely,~
i1, e

CLS 1
WV )y 'i‘..,h.\~'\ S J Qw VS ‘-/\—-

et



